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The  copy  of  the  following  Serinosi  was 
given  for  publication,  at  the  pressing  solici- 
tation of  my  bereaved  friend  and  brother. 

To  him,  and  the  mourning  family,  is  it  af- 
fectionately inscribed ;  with  the  hope,  that 
the  compassionate  Saviour  will  vouchsafe  his 
blessing,  and  make  it  effectual  to  mitigate 
their  sorrow  and  comfort  their  hearts  ;  and 
with  the  assurance,  that  nothing  but  the  most 
tender  sympathy  in  their  affliction,  and  the 
most  sincere  and  exalted  regard  for  the  char- 
acter of  the  deceased,  could  have  induced  me 
to  permit  its  appearance  in  print. 

A.  E, 


SERMOIS. 


I    THESSAIONIANS    IV.    13,    14. 

"  But  I  would  not  have  you  to  be  ignorant,  brethren,  concerning  them  whicli 
are  asleep,  that  ye  sorrow  not,  even  as  others  which  have  no  hope.  For  if 
we  believe  that  Jesus  died,  and  rose  again,  even  so  them  also  which  sleep  in 
Jesus  will  God  bring  with  him." 

It  is  honourable  to  Christ  and  to  his  truth,  when 
believers,  who  are  called  to  lament  the  death  of  belov- 
ed friends,  conduct  in  a  manner  becoming  their  relation 
to  him,  and  the  heavenly  hopes  which  they  hold  in  his 
power  to  save.  In  this  respect,  it  seems  that  the 
Thessalonian  Christians  were  chargeable  with  no  tri- 
fling failure.  When  deprived,  by  death,  of  some 
worthy  and  distinguished  members  of  their  commun- 
ion, they  indulged  in  immoderate  sorrow,  and  expressed 
their  grief  in  an  extravagant  manner.  They  did  not 
discern,  with  sufficient  clearness,  the  sources  of  conso- 
lation which  the  Gospel  presented,  nor  believe,  with 
sufficient  confidence,  the  truths  it  revealed,  respecting 
the  resurrection  and  future  blessedness  of  the  saints. 
To  these  precious  doctrines  the  Apostle  calls  their 
attention,  and  tells  them  that  he  would  not  have  them 
igooraot  that  the  pious  dead  are  happy  with  Christ ; 


that  they  will  rise  from  the  dust  by  the  power  of  God, 
and  come  with  Jesus  in  glory,  when  he  shall  appear, 
the  second  time,  without  sin,  unto  salv.ation.  To  in- 
dulge, therefore,  like  their  heathen  neighbours  who 
had  no  hope,  in  excessive  and  unbounded  transports  of 
grief,  was  inconsistent  with  their  profession  and  their 
faith  in  him  who  is  the  resurrection  and  the  life. 

Christians  have  peculiar  reasons  to  be  comforted,  in 
the  death  of  pious  and  beloved  friends. 

Let  us  contemplate  those  considerations  which  are 
presented  in  the  text,  in  proof  of  this  sentiment. 

Though  none  of  the  dead  return  to  inform  us  of  their 
condition,  and  we  cannot  rend  the  vail  of  mortality, 
trace  their  wondrous  way,  and,  with  these  eyes,  be- 
hold the  things  passing  in  the  other  world  ;  yet  we  are 
required  not  to  be  "ignorant  concerning  them  that  are 
asleep  ;"  and  this  requisition  is  not  made  without 
regard  to  the  means  of  sufficient  knowledge,  on  this 
Interesting  subject.  Curiosity  and  unbelief  may  not, 
indeed,  be  satisfied — "  neither  would  they  be  persuaded 
though  one  rose  from  the  dead :"  but  the  Lord  from 
heaven  has  revealed,  to  the  eye  of  faith,  every  thing  res- 
pecting our  departed  friends,  which  is  needful  for  our 
consolation  and  improvement. 

In  our  text,  the  pious  dead  are  represented  as  asleep. 
Under  this  pleasing  image,  does  the  gospel  direct  us  to 
consider  them,  when  called  to  the  painful  task  of  clos- 
ing their  eyes  in  death,  and  depositing  their  bodies  in 


the  dust.  "  Our  friend  Lazarus  sleepeth,"  says  Jesus. 
"  Howbeit  he  spake  of  his  death.  They  that  sleep 
in  Jesus  will  God  bring  with  him.  We  shall  not  all 
sleep,  but  we  shall  all  be  changed,  at  the  last  trump. 
Many  which  sleep  in  the  dust  of  the  earth  shall  awake." 
Sleep  is  desirable  to  the  weary.  It  presents  nothing  ter- 
rible — nothing  forbidding.  We  look  upon  our  friends, 
peacefully  sleeping  upon  their  beds,  with  unmingled 
pleasure.  And  does  not  the  gospel  exhibit  death  to 
the  believer,  as  stripped  of  his  terrors  and  deprived  of 
his  sting  ?  What  pleasing  associations  does  it  allow  us 
to  indulge,  when  we  view  the  remains,  or  recollect  the 
graves  of  our  pious  friends !  Their  quiet  sleep  seems  de~ 
sirable  to  us,  and  we  would  not  awake  them  to  renew 
again  the  toils  and  labours  of  this  pilgrimage,  in  which 
they  had  become  weary. 

In  sleep,  too,  we  find  rest.  So,  in  death,  "  they 
rest  from  their  labours  and  their  works  do  follow  them, 
They  rest  in  their  beds.  Each  one  walking  in  hh 
uprightness.  There  the  wicked  cease  from  troubling, 
and  there  the  weary  are  at  rest."  No  more  are  they 
perplexed  with  the  cares,  and  oppressed  with  the  trials 
of  mortality.  Satan,  sin  and  the  world  shall  no  more 
assault  them,  and  occasion  "  fightings  without  and  fears 
within."  They  have  overcome  these  enemies,  "  by 
the  blood  of  the  Lamb."  Their  arms  are  thrown 
aside  ;  they  repose  in  perpetual  peace — "  mortality  is 
swallowed  up  of  life." 


In  sleep,  also,  we  are  unconscious  of  all  things 
around  us,  and  have  no  active  intercourse  with  them. 
So  "  the  dead  know  not  any  thing.  They  have  no 
more  a  portion,  forever,  in  any  thing  that  is  done  under 
the  sun."  They  are  alike  insensible  to  the  interests 
and  pleasures  of  life,  to  the  applause  and  censure  of 
mortals.  Their  hopes  and  fears  are  no  more  awaken- 
ed and  commingled,  in  view  or  in  search  of  the  hon- 
ours and  riches  of  the  world.  They  rest,  regardless  of 
these  things,  and  unaffected  with  the  contentions  and 
oppressions  which  they  occasion,  by  reason  of  the 
cupidity  of  men.  Unconscious  of  the  kind  attentions 
of  friends,  they  no  longer  feel  and  reciprocate  their 
favours  :  they  sleep,  unmoved  by  the  tears  and  lamen- 
tations of  surrounding  and  beloved  relatives,  and  do 
not  awake  to  the  prayers  and  griefs  which  are  poured 
forth,  at  the  throne  of  grace,  over  their  couch  of  death. 

Like  him  who  sleeps  profoundly,  they  have  ceased, 
also,  to  be  active  in  the  concerns  of  life.  The  man  of 
the  world  has  finished  his  labours  and  retired  from  his 
station.  The  night  has  overtaken  him,  "  in  which  no 
man  can  work."  The  servant  hears  and  obeys  no  lon- 
ger the  commands  of  his  master.  The  master  can  no 
more  receive  or  repay  the  toils  of  the  servant.  The  pa- 
rent wakes  not  to  the  wants  of  his  darling  child,  nor 
puts  forth  his  strength  to  relieve  them.  The  child, 
senseless  to  the  pangs  of  a  bereaved  parent's  heart,  at- 
tends not  again  to  his  commands,  nor  promises  longer 
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But,  let  us  submit,  cheerfully,  to  his  will.     Though 
we  know  not  now,  we  shall  know  hereafter. 

Let  us  sympathize  with  the  bereaved  husband,  and 
mother,  and  sister  and  brethren.  The  hand  of  God 
hath  touched  them.  But  the  consolation  which  be- 
longs to  those  who  mourn  over  pious,  departed  friends, 
is  theirs.  Frequent  and  severe  have  been  the  chastise- 
ments of  our  Heavenly  Father,  upon  this  family.  May 
the  happy  fruits  of  sanctified  afflictions  be  experienced 
by  those  who  survive,  to  the  praise  of  God's  grace. 

My  young  brethren  and  sisters  of  this  church  :  this 
recent  instance  of  death  among  you,  speaks  in  the  most 
impressive  language,  "  be  ye  also  ready."  Do  "  you 
walk  worthy  the  vocation  wherewith  you  are  called  ?" 
Rather,  have  you  not  lost  your  first  love  ?  Are  you,  by 
faithfulness  in  duty  and  by  increasing  in  divine  knowl- 
edge and  grace,  preparing  for  affliction  and  death  ? 
Should  you  be  called  to  die,  could  we  mourn  over  you 
as  those  which  have  hope  ?  Do  you  give  such  evidence 
of  your  title  to  the  promises,  that  we  could  think  of 
you,  with  comfort,  as  sleeping  in  Jesus  ?  Take  heed, 
that  you  be  not  overtaken  unawares  ; — ^that  you  do 
not  have  sorrow  and  wrath  in  your  sickness,  and 
darkness  and  despair  in  your  death.  "  Blessed  is  that 
servant,  whom  his  Lord,  when  he  cometh,  shall  find 
watching." 
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EXTRACTS 

From  the  Sermon  preached  at  the  interment  of  Mrs. 
Charlotte  Sprague,  wife  of  Rev.  William 
B.  Sprague,  Pastor  of  the  first  Church  in  West- 
Springfield. 

We  are  assembled,  my  friends,  to  pay  the  last  sad 
tribute  of  respect,  which  is  conferred  upon  the  sons 
and  daughters  of  Adam.  Within  these  walls  we  have 
recently  twice  assembled  on  a  similar  errand,  though 
not  with  such  keen  and  painful  sensations  as  now 
rend  our  hearts.* 

On  the  former  occasions,  we  came  in  the  train  of 
those  who  had  filled  up  the  measure  of  a  long  and 
useful  life  ;  who  died  being  "  old  and  full  of  years," 
and  whom  the  warmest  filial  affection  could  not  wish 
to  retain  longer  in  this  vale  of  tears.  We  now  accom- 
pany the  remains  of  one  who  hath  been  cut  down  in 
the  morning  of  life,  with  opening  prospects  of  extensive 
usefulness  ; — whose  "  sun  has  gone  down  while  it  is 
yet  day,"  and  has  left  in  darkness  and  gloom,  a  hus- 
band, a  child,  a  mother,  sister  and  brothers,  and  a 
numerous  circle  of  affectionate  friends. 

Mrs.  Charlotte  Sprague  was  the  daughter  of 
Gen.  William  Eaton,  late  of  Brimfield.    From  child- 

*  Rev.  Dr.  Latmrop  died  in  December  last,  and  his  -wife  the  following  May. 


hood  she  was  amiable  and  affectionate,  and  gave  evi- 
dence that  she  possessed  a  mind  capable  of  the  highest 
improvement.  At  the  age  of  sixteen,  she  became  a 
hopeful  subject  of  the  grace  of  God,  and  devoted  her- 
self to  his  service  through  faith  in  the  Redeemer. 
On  the  subject  of  rehgion  she  was  not  very  communi- 
cative, owing  to  want  of  confidence  in  her  own  piety, 
yet  she  manifested  a  lively  interest  in  the  conversation 
of  others.  To  her  particular  friends  she  would  occa- 
sionally speak  of  her  own  experience,  a,nd  in  a  humble 
and  modest  manner,  would  tell  "  what  God  had  done 
for  her  soul." 

From  the  time  that  she  consecrated  herself  to  God, 
she  was  peculiarly  watchful  of  her  heart,  and  of  her 
deportment ;  "  fearing  lest  a  promise  being  left  of  en- 
tering into  rest,  she  should  seem  to  come  short  of  it." 
Her  course  has  been  so  short,  that  there  has  scarcely 
been  time  for  the  developement  of  those  qualities,  which 
it  is  believed  she  possessed,  in  an  eminent  degree, 
necessary  to  extensive  usefulness,  in  the  station  which 
she  was  called,  in  providence,  to  fill.  She  possessed 
an  uncommon  share  of  discretion ;  was  sedate,  though 
cheerful :  ready  to  mingle  in  the  enjoyments  of  the 
social  circle,  yet  peculiarly  fond  of  the  retirement  and 
quiet  of  her  own  family.  The  law  of  kindness  dwelt 
upon  her  lips,  and  it  is  believed,  these  lips  were  never 
polluted  with  slander  or  calumny. 

Her  religious  affections,  if  not  the  most  ardent,  were 
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uniform  and  consistent ;  and  very  far  removed  from 
that  coldness,  which  is  repulsive  to  every  feeling  heart, 
and  disgusting  to  the  Saviour  of  the  world.  In  her 
last  illness  she  exhibited  the  "  patience  of  the  Saints," 
and  in  the  closing  scene  the  triumphs  of  faith.  Not- 
withstanding the  multitude  of  tender  ties  which  bound 
her  to  life,  she  expressed  a  willingness  "  to  depart  and 
be  with  Christ."  By  faith  she  committed  her  own 
spirit  to  the  hands  of  Jesus,  and  her  surviving  friends 
to  his  providential  care.  In  the  joyful  hope  of  a  glo- 
rious resurrection  she  bid  adieu  to  the  friends  who 
wept  around  her,  contemplated  with  a  serene  and 
composed  mind  the  disruption  of  those  tender  ties 
which  had  been  so  recently  formed,  and  breathed  out 
her  soul,  without  a  struggle  or  a  groan,  leaving  upon 
the  minds  of  those  who  witnessed  the  scene,  the  com- 
forting impression,  that  such  as  die  in  the  Lord  are 
blessed. 

To  the  mourning  relatives  and  friends,  some  public, 
expressions  of  our  sympathy  are  due. 

To  the  bereaved,  and  deeply  afflicted  husband,  we 
would  offer  the  tenderest  affections  of  our  hearts. 
This  melancholy  providence,  my  brother,  has  opened 
those  springs  of  sorrow  in  your  heart,  which  have 
remained  sealed  until  the  present  moment.  We  cannot 
ask  you  suddenly  to  stop  the  current  which  flows  from 
them  ;~— we  only  ask  you  to  regulate  it  by  the  princi- 
ples of  that  religion  which  you  have  professed,  and 
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which  you  preach.  It  is  a  consoling  reflection,  that 
you  "  sorrow  not  as  those  who  have  no  hope."  You 
have  reason  to  believe  that  your  dear,  departed  com- 
panion now  rejoices  with  those  "  who  have  overcome' 
by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb."  You  saw  her  "  adorned 
with  the  robes  of  righteousness,  and  the  garments  of 
salvation,"  take  her  departure,  to  sit  down  at  the 
marriage  supper.  There  she  will  be  welcomed  by  the 
Great  Master  of  the  feast,  and  unite  her  voice  with 
that  celestial  choir,  who  sing  the  song  of  redeeming 
love  If,  from  that  holy  place,  she  were  permitted  to 
address  you,  she  would  say,  "  weep  not  for  me,  but 
attend  to  those  duties,  which  your  Master  has  assigned 
you,  and  which  within  these  walls  you  solemnly  enga- 
ged to  perform."  In  the  proper  discharge  of  these 
duties,  my  brother,  you  will  find  a  relief  to  your  burthen- 
ed  heart,  and  will  be  ripening  for  that  blessed  assembly, 
where  the  wife  of  your  youth  now  dwells  ;  over  which 
Jesus  himself  presides  ;  and  upon  which  he  will  shed 
the  fulness  of  his  love,  through  eternal  ages. 

Let  not  this  stroke  of  your  heavenly  Father  affect 
you  in  an  improper  manner.  Remember  it  is  said, 
"  if  thou  faint  in  the  day  of  adversity,  thy  strength  is 
small."  One  motive,  which  we  may  suppose  the  Great 
Head  of  the  Church  has,  in  calling  his  ministers  to 
afflictions,  is  to  prepare  them  "  to  weep  with  those 
who  weep."  Jesus  himself  "  was  a  man  of  sorrows 
and   acquainted  with  grief,"  and  therefore  he  knew 
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how  to  "  comfort  those  who  mourn,  and  to  bind  up 
the  broken  hearted."  When  you  go  with  your  people 
to  the  place  of  weeping,  you  will  better  know  the 
feelings  of  their  hearts,  and  how  to  adapt  your  dis- 
course to  their  afflicted  condition.  You  are  now  called, 
in  providence,  to  exhibit  a  practical  illustration  of  the 
power  of  that  religion,  the  consolations  of  which  you 
so  often  offer  to  others  in  affliction.  May  you  be 
enabled  to  submit  with  meekness  to  this  stroke,  so 
that  Christ  may  be  magnified  in  the  eyes  of  your  peo- 
ple, and  many  be  induced  to  take  his  yoke  upon  them. 
While  you  cherish  the  recollection  of  those  qualities 
which  gave  a  lustre  to  the  character  of  your  departed 
wife,  see  that  you  dwell  not  on  the  event  which  hath 
deprived  you  of  her  society,  until  your  sensibilities 
overcome  your  judgment,  and  unfit  you  for  the  active 
duties  of  your  station. 

Finally,  my  brother,  be  of  good  courage,  and  God 
will  strengthen  you  "  ¥/ith  might  in  the  iimer  man," 
and  carry  you  safely  through  the  journey  of  life,  make 
jou  an  instrument  of  turning  many  to  righteousness, 
and  give  you  a  place  in  the  assembly  of  just  men 
made  perfect  ;  where,  it  is  believed,  you  may  renew 
those  pure  and  holy  affections  which  have  been  awa- 
kened in  the  soul,  by  that  beloved  object  which  has 
now  been  taken  from  you. 

With  the  afflicted  mother,  sister  and  brothers  we 
would  also  mingle  our  sympathies. 
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You  have  again  been  called  to  follow  a  beloved 
daughter  and  sister  to  an  untimely  grave.  Scarcely 
are  those  wounds,  which  were  opened,  by  the  hand  of 
providence,  in  the  death  of  one  child,  healed,  than  they 
are  opened  afresh  in  the  death  of  another.  But  you 
will  reflect  that  in  both  instances,  religion  shed  its 
influence  over  their  early  years,  and  prepared  them  for 
an  early  entrance  into  the  everlasting  kingdom  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  May  He,  who  hath  now  inflicted 
a  deep  and  distressing  wound,  pour  into  it  the  oil  of 
joy,  and  make  you  joyful  in  your  tribulation. 

This  church  and  congregation  undoubtedly  feel  the 
afllictions  of  their  beloved  pastor.  I  need  not  ask  you, 
brethren,  to  remember  him  in  your  prayers  on  this 
melancholy  occasion.  This  is  to  him  a  day  of  sorrow 
and  trouble.  Let  him  receive  the  expressions  of  your 
continued  regard.  He  now  needs  your  kind  and  fos- 
tering attentions.  Soon,  we  trust,  you  will  see  him 
emerge  from  the  gloom  which  this  sad  catastrophe  has 
spread  over  him,  rendered  more  bright  by  the  develope- 
ment  of  those  virtues,  which  prosperity  seldom  disclos- 
es. May  the  God  of  consolation  visit  you  through  the 
medium  of  this  aflliction,  and  shed  upon  you  the  influ- 
ences of  his  Spirit,  to  awaken  you  to  prepare  for  that 
blessed  world,  where  all  tears  shall  be  wiped  away. 
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prospect  of  a  resurrection  to  immortal  life — of  this 
thej  had  no  hope. 

Even  now,  when  we  look  upon  the  wicked  in  death, 
though  we  believe  in  their  resurrection  from  the  grave, 
we  sorrow  without  hope.     Not  precisely  for  the  same 
reason  with  the  heathen  ;  but  for  one  still  more  affect- 
ing.     While  the  gospel  tells  us  that  their  souls  live,  it 
presents  them  to  us  in  a  world  of  woe,  agonizing  under 
the  wrath  of  God.     "  He  that  believeth  not  the  Son 
shall  not  see  life,  but  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on 
him."     Sorrow,  too,  without  alleviation,  except  by 
cordial  submission  to  the  divine  will,  must  fill  our  hearts? 
when  we  contemplate  their  restoration  from  the  grave. 
The  just  shall  awake  to  everlasting  life,  but  the  wicked 
to  shame  and  everlasting  contempt.     Can  we  have 
hope  for  them,  when  we  hear  the  Judge  of  all  declare, 
that  he  will  then  say  to  them,  "  depart  from  me,  ye 
workers  of  iniquity  ?"  But,  if  we  are  believers  in  Christy 
we  are  not  left  without  support  in  view  of  the  death  of 
such.     That  God  has  done  it  will  silence  complaint ; 
that  he  will  be  glorified,  in  every  event,  though  we 
may  not  discern  the  way,  will  quiet  the  mind,  and  the 
consolations  of  the  Divine  Spirit  will  give  peace  to  the 
troubled  soul.     "  All  things  shall  work  together  for 
good  to  them  that  love  God."     But  the  sorrow  of  the 
sinner  who  knows  not  the  way,  nor  is  disposed  to  come 
to  the  fountain  of  grace,  must  flow  w^ithout  any  thing  to 
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assuage  it,  when  deprived  of  his  dearest  and  most 
loved  friends,  whatever  their  character.  In  such  casesj 
therefore,  we  shall  find  him  either  inconsolable,  or 
charging  God  with  being  unjust  and  unmerciful,  or 
else  endeavouring  to  drown  sorrow  in  the  business  and 
pleasures  of  life. 

But  shall  believers  in  Christ,  who  are  on  the  verge 
of  eternity,  or  who  drop  the  tear  of  weeping  nature 
on  the  cold  remains  of  a  lovely,  pious  friend,  thus 
mourn  without  hope  ?  Amidst  the  heavenly  prospects 
which  surround  them,  shall  they  not  exhibit  that  true 
dignity  of  character,  that  confidence  in  God,  that  calm- 
ness and  peace  of  mind  which  "  the  blessed  hope'* 
they  entertain  of  the  glory  and  coming  of  Christ  should 
give  them  ?  Let  them  discover  to  the  world  the  excel- 
lence of  those  tmths  which  can  cheer  the  fainting 
heart  amidst  the  gloom  of  adversity,  and  bear  the  soul, 
on  the  pinions  of  faith,  beyond  the  fears  and  darkness 
of  death,  up  to  the  mansions  of  eternal  rest. 

In  reviewing  our  subject,  I  remark,  first,  on  the 
character  of  those,  over  whose  death  we  may  sorrow, 
not  without  good  hope. 

It  is  not  every  one  who  dies,  where  the  gospel  is 
known,  and  the  resurrection  and  eternal  life  proclaim- 
ed, that  is  to  be  numbered  among  the  pious  dead.  We 
have  reason  to  believe  that  some  die  in  their  sins,  for 
whom  we  must  mourn  without  hope.  It  is  only  in  the 
death  ot  the  true  Christian,  of  him  who  has  been  born 
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again  ;  who  has  believed,  with  the  heart,  m  Christy 
as  the  foundation  of  his  hope  of  pardon,  justification 
and  glory, — who  has  repented  of  all  his  sins,  and  served 
God  in  newness  of  life,  that  we  may  be  comforted 
with  the  prospect  of  his  blessedness  in  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.  So  far  only  as  our  departed  friends  have  left 
evidence  that  this  was  their  character,  we  may  sorrow 
"  not  as  those  which  have  no  hope."  To  have  hope 
in  our  death,  then,  and  leave  hope  for  the  consola- 
tion of  friends,  let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  gospel 
must  approve  of  our  characters,  and  testify  to  our 
adoption  into  the  family  of  Christ.  To  appropriate  to 
ourselves  the  consolation,  when  our  pious  friends  die j 
so  as  to  rejoice  in  the  truths  which  give  it,  we  must 
possess  the  faith  of  Christ.  Little  sense  of  eternal 
things,  and  less  concern  about  the  state  of  the  deady 
will  rest  upon  the  mind  which  does  not  believe  in  the 
truth  of  God,  and  love  the  things  of  the  spirit.  "  He 
that  believeth  shall  not  be  confounded." 

I  remark,  secondly,  while  we  see  the  peculiar  rea- 
son which  the  believer  has  to  say,  "  thy  will  be 
done,"  when  mourning  over  departed  christian  rela- 
tives, we  are  urged  to  the  duty  of  thanksgiving  and 
praise  to  God  for  the  gospel,  and  for  the  hope  which  it 
gives  all  who  believe,  amidst  the  desolations  and  sor- 
rows of  death.  Here  is  every  thing  which  dying  and 
afflicted  beings  need,  to  sooth  and  comfort  them  under 
all  theiv   distresses.     "  Thanks  be  to   God,  for  his 
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vealed in  the  saints,"  and  for  the  grace  which  pardons - 
and  sanctifies,  and  saves  the  guilty  and  unworthy. 

Our  subject  presents  consolation  to  believers,  who 
drop  the  tear  of  sorrow  upon  the  graves  of  their  pious 
dead.  Dear  as  they  were  to  their  hearts,  and  necessary 
as  they  seemed  to  their  comfort  and  usefulness,  in  life, 
yet  "  let  every  tear  be  dry,"  and  sorrow  cease  to  reign. 
They  are  with  Christ,  where  he  is,  beholding  and 
enjoying  the  glory  which  the  Father  hath  given  him. 

But,  I  have  special  reference  to  one  whose  death 
is  deeply  lamented,  who  was  dear  to  us  all,  as  a 
member  and  an  ornament  of  this  Church  :  I  mean 
Mrs.  Charlotte  Sprague,  wife  qf  the  Rev.  William 
B.  SpraguEo  They  had  just  entered  together  on  the 
journey  of  life,  with  bright  prospects  of  domestic  com= 
fort  and  increasing  usefulness.  A  few  short  months^ 
only,  were  they  permitted  to  enjoy  each  others  society. 
It  hath  pleased  a  Holy  God  to  cloud  his  prospects,  and 
to  lay  "  the  desire  of  his  eyes,"  in  the  dust ;  at  a  time, 
too,  when  his  feeble  state  of  health  requires  the  kind 
attentions,  and  cheering  presence  of  a  loved  wife. 
This,  to  him,  most  painful  event,  none  can  sufficiently 
realize,  who  have  not  experienced  a  similar  rending 
asunder  of  the  most  affectionate  union  of  hearts.  But 
she  is  embalmed  in  the  tender  recollections  of  friends, 
and  rests,  we  believe,  in  the  embrace  of  her  Saviour. 

Though   she   had   frequent   intercourse    with   hev 
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numerous  relatires  in  this  place,  yet  her  permaneni 
residence  among  us  was  short.  It  embraced,  however, 
a  period  of  her  life  as  interesting,  perhaps,  to  herself, 
as  any  other,  and  sufficiently  long  to  bring  us  more 
intimately  acquainted  with  her  excellent  character. 
She  possessed  a  mind  above  the  ordinary  level,  which 
was  improved  by  the  advantages  of  a  good  education, 
and  frequent  intercourse  with  polished  society.  While 
this  gave  to  her  deportment  a  certain  appearance  of 
dignity,  her  manners  were  conciliatmg  and  cheerful. 
Blessed  with  an  amiable  disposition,  she  was  kind  and 
affectionate  in  all  the  relations  of  life.  In  her  lips  was 
the  law  of  truth  and  kindness,  and  by  this  was  she 
governed  in  the  opinions  which  she  entertained  and 
expressed  of  others.  In  scenes  of  prosperity,  she  felt 
indeed  the  attractions  of  the  world,  and  the  caresses  of 
friends ;  but,  in  the  day  of  adversity,  she  discovered 
unusual  sti'ength  of  character.  With  singular  fortitude 
and  propriety  she  bore  the  reverses,  in  providence,  to 
which  her  family  was  subjected,  and  the  repeated  calls 
to  deep  mourning  w  hich  the  death  of  some  one  of  her 
dearest  friends  successively  gave.  Indeed,  she  pos- 
sessed those  natural  and  acquired  traits  of  character 
which  fitted  her  to  fill  and  occupy  with  honour  and 
usefulness,  any  station  to  which  she  might  be  called,  in 
providenccc 

But  with  the  advantages  which  these  afforded  of 
commanding  the  respect,  and  securing  the  honours  of 
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the  world,  of  enjoying  the  pleasures  and  bearing  the 
evils  of  life,  she  was  brought  to  feel  that  one  thing 
was  needful — ^that  those  natural  qualities  and  acquired 
attainments  which  rendered  her  estimable  in  the  eyes 
of  the  world,  could  not  justify  her  before  God,  nor 
secure  her  salvation.  In  a  season  of  special  religious 
revival  at  Hartford,  in  the  year  1815,  where  she  was 
then  residing  for  a  short  time,  her  mind  became  seri- 
ously impressed  with  a  sense  of  her  sinful  state  by 
nature,  and  that  she  was  estranged  from  God  by 
wicked  works.  With  this  impression,  deepened  and 
abiding,  she  returned  to  this  place,  inquiring,  with  no 
little  anxiety,  what  she  should  do  to  be  saved.  It  was 
a  time  of  heart-searching.  At  length,  the  light  of 
divine  mercy  began  to  dawn  upon  her  soul  :  but  so 
indistinct  was  the  evidence  of  her  acceptance  with 
God,  and  of  pardon  through  the  blood  of  Christ,  that 
it  was  some  time  before  she  dared  to  indulge  a  trem- 
bling hope.  This  hope  increased  in  strength,  by  con- 
verse with  the  scriptures,  with  her  own  heart,  and 
with  God.  She,  however,  always  spoke  with  great 
humility  and  self-distrust  of  her  religious  feelings. 
She  seemed  to  fear  deception,  on  the  one  hand,  from 
mere  animal  excitement,  and,  on  the  other,  from  insin- 
cerity and  self-righteousness.  Although  she  appeared 
to  feel  no  reluctance  in  renouncing  the  world  for 
Christ,  yet  she  apprehended  that  this  might  be  the 
result  of  fear,  rather  than  of  a  willing  mind,  and  a 
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heart  which  was  constrained  by  the  love  of  God.  The 
more,  however,  she  increased  in  the  knowledge  of 
christian  experience,  the  more  established  she  became. 
About  this  time  she  received  the  holy  ordinance  of 
baptism,  with  great  apparent  humility,  on  the  ground 
of  her  Mother's  profession  of  faith  and  union  with  the 
church  :  this  seemed  to  be  the  means  of  strengthening 
her  faith  and  confidence  in  Christ.  In  the  summer  of 
1816,  she  (with  her  surviving  sister,  who  had  been  her 
companion  in  religious  trials  and  experience,)  united 
with  this  church,  and  devoted  herself  visibly  to  the 
service  of  Christ.  She  was  not  ashamed  of  him  and 
of  his  words.  For  his  sake  she  was  willing  to  re- 
nounce the  sinful  amusements  and  pleasures  of  the 
world,  and  to  meet  the  frowns  of  those  who  regarded 
religion  with  contempt.  So  long  as  she  continued  in 
this  place,  she  diligently  attended  upon  the  worship 
and  ordinances  of  Christ  ;  and,  in  her  general  charac- 
ter, evinced  nothing  inconsistent  with  her  profession 
and  hopes.  That  lively  sense  of  religion  which  she 
had,  might  doubtless  afterwards,  at  times,  be  somewhat 
blunted,  by  the  influence  of  society,  unfavourable  to 
its  increase,  and  by  the  force  of  those  temptations, 
calculated  to  affect  a  youthful  heart — yet  the  power 
of  religious  principle  prevailed  in  her  soul,  whenever 
decision,  in  christian  action,  required  its  effort.  Dur- 
ing this  period,  she  was  improving  her  mind  in  some 
branches  of  science,  and  by  various  reading. 
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rhe  prospect  of  her  connexion  with  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Sprague,  seemed  to  recall  her  mind  from  all  its  wan- 
derings. The  importance  of  this  connexion,  and  the 
responsibility  of  the  station  to  which  it  would  intro- 
diice  her,  seemed  to  lie  with  weight  upon  her  tnind, 
and  to  awaken  all  her  religious  feelings.  It  was,  no 
doubt,  with  her  a  matter  of  serious  and  prayerful 
consideration.  But  this  connexion,  so  happy  in  its 
commencement,  and  so  full  of  promise,  with  respect  to 
every  thing  necessary  to  domestic  comfort,  and  to  the 
peace  and  harmony  of  an  affectionate  people,  was 
indeed  of  short  continuance.  During  its  transient 
course,  she  maintained  the  duties  of  her  station  with 
singular  propriety,  and  uncommon  christian  benevo- 
lence and  prudence.  She  appeared  in  it  with  much 
dignity,  yet  with  affectionate  hospitality  and  kindness. 
Her  husband  found  in  her  all  that  he  could  desire. 
His  people  rejoiced  with  him,  and  respected  and  loved 
the  friend  of  his  choice.  She  shone,  indeed,  with  no 
ordinary  lustre,  and  promised  to  shine  with  increasing 
brightness  :  but  it  pleased  Him,  who  is  infinite  in 
wisdom,  to  remove  her  to  a  station  in  the  heavenly 
world.  Short  was  her  continuance  here,  and  quick 
her  transition  to  glory.  She  had  joyful  hope  in  her 
death.  Christian  submission,  and  faith  in  the  atone^ 
ment  and  merits  of  Christ,  marked  the  termination  of 
her  earthly  course. 

How  mysterious  are  the  dispensations  of  God  I 
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But,  let  us  submit,  cheerfully,  to  his  will.     Though 
we  know  not  now,  we  shall  know  hereafter. 

Let  us  sympathize  with  the  bereaved  husband,  and 
mother,  and  sister  and  brethren.  The  hand  of  God 
hath  touched  them.  But  the  consolation  w^hich  be- 
longs to  those  w^ho  mourn  over  pious,  departed  friends, 
is  theirs.  Frequent  and  severe  have  been  the  chastise- 
ments of  our  Heavenly  Father,  upon  this  family.  May 
the  happy  fruits  of  sanctified  afflictions  be  experienced 
by  those  who  survive,  to  the  praise  of  God's  grace. 

My  young  brethren  and  sisters  of  this  church  :  this 
recent  instance  of  death  among  you,  speaks  in  the  most 
impressive  language,  "  be  ye  also  ready."  Do  "  yoo 
w^alk  worthy  the  vocation  wherewith  you  are  called  ?" 
Rather,  have  you  not  lost  your  first  love  ?  Are  you,  by- 
faithfulness  in  duty  and  by  increasing  in  divine  knowl- 
edge and  grace,  preparing  for  affliction  and  death  ? 
Should  you  be  called  to  die,  could  we  mourn  over  you 
as  those  which  have  hope  ?  Do  you  give  such  evidence 
of  your  title  to  the  promises,  that  we  could  think  of 
you,  with  comfort,  as  sleeping  in  Jesus  ?  Take  heed, 
that  you  be  not  overtaken  unawares  ; — that  you  do 
not  have  sorrow  and  wrath  in  your  sickness,  and 
darkness  and  despair  in  your  death.  "  Blessed  is  that 
servant,  whom  his  Lord,  w^hen  he  cometh,  shall  find 
watching." 


EXTRACTS 

From  the  Sermon  preached  at  the  interment  of  Mrs. 
Charlotte  Sprague,  ivife  of  Rev.  William 
B.  Sprague,  Pa^ior  of  the  first  Church  in  West- 
Springfield. 

We  are  assembled,  my  friends,  to  pay  the  last  sad 
tribute  of  respect,  which  is  conferred  upon  the  sons 
and  daughters  of  Adam.  Within  these  walls  we  have 
recently  twice  assembled  on  a  similar  errand,  though 
not  with  such  keen  and  painful  sensations  as  now 
rend  our  hearts.* 

On  the  former  occasions,  we  came  in  the  train  of 
those  who  had  filled  up  the  measure  of  a  long  and 
useful  life  ;  who  died  being  "  old  and  full  of  years," 
and  whom  the  warmest  filial  affection  could  not  wish 
to  retain  longer  in  this  vale  of  tears.  We  now  accom- 
pany the  remains  of  one  who  hath  been  cut  down  in 
the  morning  of  life,  with  opening  prospects  of  extensive 
usefulness  ; — whose  "  sun  has  gone  dovni  while  it  is 
yet  day,"  and  has  left  in  darkness  and  gloom,  a  hus- 
band, a  child,  a  mother,  sister  and  brothers,  and  a 
numerous  circle  of  affectionate  friends. 

Mrs.  Charlotte  Sprague  was  the  daughter  of 
Gen.  William  Eaton,  late  of  Brimfield.    From  child= 

*  Rsv.  Dr.  LATdaop  died  in  December  last,  and  his  wife  the  following  May. 
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hood  she  was  amiable  and  affectionate,  and  gave  evi- 
dence that  she  possessed  a  mind  capable  of  the  highest 
improvement.  At  the  age  of  sixteen,  she  became  a 
hopeful  subject  of  the  grace  of  God,  and  devoted  her- 
self to  his  service  through  faith  in  the  Redeemer. 
On  the  subject  of  religion  she  was  not  very  communi- 
cative, owing  to  want  of  confidence  in  her  own  piety, 
yet  she  manifested  a  lively  interest  in  the  conversation 
of  others.  To  her  particular  friends  she  would  occa- 
sionally speak  of  her  own  experience,  and  in  a  humble 
and  modest  manner,  would  tell  "  what  God  had  done 
for  her  soul." 

From  the  time  that  she  consecrated  herself  to  God, 
she  was  peculiarly  watchful  of  her  heart,  and  of  her 
deportment ;  "  fearing  lest  a  promise  being  left  of  en- 
tering into  rest,  she  should  seem  to  come  short  of  it." 
Her  course  has  been  so  short,  that  there  has  scarcely 
been  time  for  the  developement  of  those  qualities,  which 
it  is  believed  she  possessed,  in  an  eminent  degree, 
necessary  to  extensive  usefulness,  in  the  station  which 
she  was  called,  in  providence,  to  fill.  She  possessed 
an  uncommon  share  of  discretion ;  was  sedate,  though 
cheerful :  ready  to  mingle  in  the  enjoyments  of  the 
social  circle,  yet  peculiarly  fond  of  the  retirement  and 
quiet  of  her  own  family.  The  law  of  kindness  dwelt 
upon  her  lips,  and  it  is  believed,  these  lips  were  never 
polluted  with  slander  or  calumny. 

Her  religious  affections,  if  not  the  most  ardent,  were 
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uniform  and  consistent ;  and  very  far  removed  from 
that  coldness,  which  is  repulsive  to  every  feeling  heart, 
and  disgustmg  to  the  Saviour  of  the  world.  In  her 
last  illness  she  exhibited  the  "  patience  of  the  Saints," 
and  in  the  closing  scene  the  triumphs  of  faith.  Not- 
withstanding the  multitude  of  tender  ties  which  bound 
her  to  life,  she  expressed  a  willingness  "  to  depart  and 
be  with  Christ."  By  faith  she  committed  her  own 
spirit  to  the  hands  of  Jesus,  and  her  surviving  friends 
to  his  providential  care.  In  the  joyful  hope  of  a  glo- 
rious resurrection  she  bid  adieu  to  the  friends  who 
wept  around  her,  contemplated  with  a  serene  and 
composed  mind  the  disruption  of  those  tender  ties 
which  had  been  so  recently  formed,  and  breathed  out 
her  soul,  without  a  struggle  or  a  groan,  leaving  upon 
the  minds  of  those  who  witnessed  the  scene,  the  com- 
forting impression,  that  such  as  die  in  the  Lord  are 
blessed. 

To  the  mourning  relatives  and  friends,  some  public 
expressions  of  our  sympathy  are  due. 

To  the  bereaved,  and  deeply  afflicted  husband,  we 
would  offer  the  tenderest  affections  of  our  hearts. 
This  melancholy  providence,  my  brother,  has  opened 
those  springs  of  sorrow  in  your  heart,  which  have 
remained  sealed  until  the  present  moment.  We  cannot 
ask  you  suddenly  to  stop  the  current  which  flows  from 
them  ; — we  only  ask  you  to  regulate  it  by  the  princi- 
ples of  that  religion  which  you  have  professed,  and 
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which  you  preach.  It  is  a  consoling  reflection,  that 
you  "  sorrow  not  as  those  who  have  no  hope."  You 
have  reason  to  believe  that  your  dear,  departed  com- 
panion now  rejoices  with  those  "  who  have  overcome 
by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb."  You  saw  her  "  adorned 
with  the  robes  of  righteousness,  and  the  garments  of 
salvation,"  take  her  departure,  to  sit  down  at  the 
marriage  supper.  There  she  will  be  welcomed  by  the 
Great  Master  of  the  feast,  and  unite  her  voice  with 
that  celestial  choir,  who  sing  the  song  of  redeeming 
love  If,  from  that  holy  place,  she  were  permitted  to 
address  you,  she  would  say,  "weep  not  for  me,  but 
attend  to  those  duties,  which  your  Master  has  assigned 
you,  and  which  within  these  walls  you  solemnly  enga- 
ged to  perform."  In  the  proper  discharge  of  these 
duties,  my  brother,  you  will  find  a  relief  to  your  burthen- 
ed  heart,  and  will  be  ripening  for  that  blessed  assembly, 
where  the  wife  of  your  youth  now  dwells  ;  over  which 
Jesus  himself  presides  ;  and  upon  which  he  will  shed 
the  fulness  of  his  love,  through  eternal  ages. 

Let  not  this  stroke  of  your  heavenly  Father  affect 
you  in  an  improper  manner.  Remember  it  is  said, 
"  if  thou  faint  in  the  day  of  adversity,  thy  strength  is 
small."  One  motive,  which  we  may  suppose  the  Great 
Head  of  the  Church  has,  in  calling  his  ministers  to 
afflictions,  is  to  prepare  them  "  to  weep  with  those 
who  weep."  Jesus  himself  "  was  a  man  of  sorrows 
and   acquainted  with  grief,"  and  therefore  he  knew 
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how  to  "  comfort  those  who  mourn,  and  to  bind  up 
the  broken  hearted."  When  you  go  with  your  people 
to  the  place  of  weeping,  you  will  better  know  the 
feelings  of  their  hearts,  and  how  to  adapt  your  dis- 
course to  their  afflicted  condition.  You  are  now  called, 
in  providence,  to  exhibit  a  practical  illustration  of  the 
power  of  that  religion,  the  consolations  of  which  you 
so  often  offer  to  others  in  affliction.  May  you  be 
enabled  to  submit  with  meekness  to  this  stroke,  so 
that  Christ  may  be  magnified  in  the  eyes  of  your  peo- 
ple, and  many  be  induced  to  take  his  yoke  upon  them. 
While  you  cherish  the  recollection  of  those  qualities 
which  gave  a  lustre  to  the  character  of  your  departed 
wife,  see  that  you  dwell  not  on  the  event  which  hath 
deprived  you  of  her  society,  until  your  sensibilities 
overcome  your  judgment,  and  unfit  you  for  the  active 
duties  of  your  station. 

Finally,  my  brother,  be  of  good  courage,  and  God 
will  strengthen  you  "  with  might  in  the  inner  man," 
and  carry  you  safely  through  the  journey  of  life,  make 
you  an  instrument  of  turning  many  to  righteousness, 
and  give  you  a  place  in  the  assembly  of  just  men 
made  perfect  ;  where,  it  is  believed,  you  may  renew 
those  pure  and  holy  affections  which  have  been  awa- 
kened in  the  soul,  by  that  beloved  object  which  has 
now  been  taken  from  you. 

With  the  afflicted  mother,  sister  and  brothers  we 
would  also  mingle  our  sympathies. 
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You  have  again  been  called  to  follow  a  beloved 
daughter  and  sister  to  an  untimely  grave.  Scarcely 
are  those  wounds,  which  were  opened,  by  the  hand  of 
providence,  in  the  death  of  one  child,  healed,  than  they 
are  opened  afresh  in  the  death  of  another.  But  you 
will  reflect  that  in  both  instances,  religion  shed  its 
influence  over  their  early  years,  and  prepared  them  for 
an  early  entrance  into  the  everlasting  kingdom  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  May  He,  who  hath  now  inflicted 
a  deep  and  distressing  wound,  pour  into  it  the  oil  of 
joy,  and  make  you  joyful  in  your  tribulation.     • 

This  church  and  congregation  undoubtedly  feel  the 
afllictions  of  their  beloved  pastor.  I  need  not  ask  you, 
brethren,  to  remember  him  in  your  prayers  on  this 
melancholy  occasion.  This  is  to  him  a  day  of  sorrow 
and  trouble.  Let  him  receive  the  expressions  of  youi 
continued  regard.  He  now  needs  your  kind  and  fos- 
tering attentions.  Soon,  we  trust,  you  will  see  him 
emerge  from  the  gloom  which  this  sad  catastrophe  has 
spread  over  him,  rendered  more  bright  by  the  develope- 
ment  of  those  virtues,  which  prosperity  seldom  disclos- 
es. May  the  God  of  consolation  visit  you  through  the 
medium  of  this  aflliction,  and  shed  upon  you  the  influ- 
ences of  his  Spirit,  to  awaken  you  to  prepare  for  that 
blessed  world,  where  all  tears  shall  be  wiped  away. 


